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What is Data?
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Data Types

Micro data
» Large-scale government surveys
 Population ce
e Election and

Aggregated da
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Free Resources

Large range of statistics and data available online:

. Non-Gov
. National/
Governm

. Independ
Charitabl

Data Discovery

. Intute So
. Go-Geo!
. Reviewed internet resources e.g.

Edinburgh University Data Library External Sources
ESDS International’s “Guide to freely available international data resources”
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Commerclal Services

There are many commercial data resources/products/services
offered at discount nity:

. Datastre
Ordnan
. Address

In addition to licen

« ArcGIS/
. SPSS,
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Data Support Services

Institutions provide support for data services in different
ways:

o Data Libr

*  University

« Computin

« Research
 Academic

Data Libraries g data

centres & st

* Act a ‘repository’ of data

. Reference service
. Train users to access and handle data resources
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Other Support

DISC-UK (Data Information Specialist Committee — UK)

A support group form S:

. Foster und providers

. Raise awar Universities

. Share infor ata support staff

IASSIST (Internatio formation Service

& Technology)
An international organization of professionals working in and with

information technology and data services to support research and teaching
in the social sciences
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Institutional Repositories

UK Repository Projects:

. StORe
« GRADE
. R4L - R
e SPECT
« CLADDI

Deposit and Extraction

Proprietary Re

. SDA —
. VDC - Virtual Data Center
. NESSTAR? - Networked Social Science Tools and Resource
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Role of data in eScience

eScience

as of big

science an t will enable

it” Dr Joh
Key word

 Colla
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e Rese
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The GRID

f7za\

The user can look at data from databanks
elsewhere and perform analysis using the
powerful computers of the GRID.
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Reviews of User Experience

(2001) An enquiry into the use of numeric data in learning & teaching:
report and recom Robin Rice
(Edinburgh Univers

 Barriers
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Locating data

Metadata from national data centres shared across institutions
* National data centres to be ‘localised’ (Rice et al,2001)

Metadata standard for Social Sciences Data :
Data Documentation Initiative, DDI version 3.0

y

)

Data
Archiving

4

Study
Concept

Data
Collection

Data
Processing
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Data
Distribution

.|

Data —\ Data
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T Awareness of available data

Data Centres and Libraries coordinated promotion to raise
awareness

Training courses,
* Links to local

Other channels of
* Mailing list
« RSS feeds\Bl

Libraries need so data resources and

support
* Understandin
» Data sources
» Other support areas (statistical support/research methodology/survey
design)
. » Support group and associations (IASSIST/DISC-UK)
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Local data support

 Locating data and raising awareness

e Troubles

« Hands-on
« Onetoo
« Easingte
« Streamlin

« Manage institutional subscriptions
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Easier Access

*Reducing number of interfaces
sAuthentication

e Global user
» Shibboleth

- Data aggreg

e Grid technol
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Outcomes & Recommendations

» Metadata for al

e Closer collabo
centres

national data

e Sufficient reso
level

the institutional
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